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Our distinguished and eminent guests such as
Minister, Governor and Mayor,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Very good morning, BH- 9 T WFE 5,

On behalf of the Organizing Committee, I would
like to express my sincere gratitude to you to
participate, support or sponsor this first fib Congress
2002 Osaka.

I am very pleased to tell you that the number of
participants has become 1,600 including
accompanying persons from 56 nations.

Other than these, more than one thousand people
will come to the Exhibition.

Therefore, the total number of the attendees will
be 3,000.

In this Congress, we have 670 contributed papers,
which include keynote papers and 14 plenary or
primary papers.

The theme of the Congress is "Concrete Structures
in the 21st Century". This means that the
infrastructures of the world in upcoming 100 years
will be based on this Congress, because the concrete
is crucial component of the infrastructures.

I believe that the significance of this Congress is
great for the development of future society and
environment.

Let's construct sustainable artificial environment
with concrete in the logical and ethical manner by
utilizing the knowledge obtained in this Congress.

I am confident that you will be involved in the
most recent technological achievements of structural
concrete in this Congress.

Now, on behalf of the Organizing Committee of
the first fib Congress 2002 Osaka, I declare the
opening of the Congress with ringing the traditional
Bell succeeded from FIP. ("Ting")

Thank you for your kind attention.
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